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Satr.."s my weapon; but J’m too diserect, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

F hieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Pore. 
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VHE STATE TRIALS CONTRASTED WITH THE MAN- 
CHESTER NO-TRIALS! 


J 





There is one law for us, and another for our masters. 

The offal is for us, us serving men—the leavings, and 
The scrapings are good enough for us. Yet if we did not tend,- 

And fat the fine ox, who could eat the prime picces.—. | 

Op Pray. 
Fwo of the Cato-Street conspirators have been found gutily;. 
and the public will shortly be treated with a display of the. 
admirable clemency of our Jaws respecting high-treason. The’ 
disgusting scene of decapitating dead men, of uselessly mang- 
ling the strangled bodies, wall be performed with all due gra-; 
vidy, and solemnity. Paine justly observes, that these are the 
scenes which render the populace ferocious; and which teach. 
them to practise the barbarity and cruelty of which govern- 
ment set the example. Tlie civilization of the age wili not let 
the spirit, or the letter of the law, be obeyed. Evaded it must 
be; for no executioner could be found to disgrace himself by 
carsying it literally into effect. The sentence declares, that the 
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person of a traitor should be hanged, but not until dead— 
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that when half-alive, his bowels should be ripped out, and 
thrown in his face; then the head to be cut off, the body to be 
quartered, and the quarters to be at the disposal of the king! 
The modern practice is to haug the party till he is dead; when 
all pretence of encreasing his punishment, which was the object 
of the law, is ridiculous; and instead of creating any additi- 
onal horror at the crime, it only creates disgust at the ap- 
parent wantonness of the act. ‘To the parties themselves, it 
is of no moment; but tle brutality degrades the character of 
the nation. 

We turn however from the punishment to the nature of the 
erime—the evidence ov which the convictions have been 
grounded—and the contrast of how much safer it is to rebel 
against the people, than to plot rebcilion against the ministers 
of the day. 

The crime charged is high-treason ; and perhaps something 
which the law calls high-treason, has been contemplated. But 
in all cases of criminal accusation, the end charged should be 
supported by adequate means, or the parties are rather lunaties 
than traitors. Suppose it really proved, that half a dozen in- 
dividuals had conspired together to destroy London Bridge :—~ 
aud that, in pursuance of this conspiracy, one had furnished a 
pennyworth of matches, another picked up a piece of flint, a 
third provided an old nail, to serve as a flint :—a fourtha piece 
of rag, ready burnt into tinder :—a filth with a broken saucer, 
as a tinder-box ;— and the sixth with a bundle of woad, to set 
fire to the sterlings under water! And supnose all these dan- 
gerous conspirators seized at midnight, in the very act of striking 
the light, which was intended to light up the conflagration of 
the Thames! Supnose all this, and, with the intention of burn- 
ig either the Bridge, or the river, ever so fully proved, who 
would for a moment think of trying the bedlamites for arson? 
Would net a good whipping to their respective parishes e 
deemed an adequate punishment? Or if it were necessary to 
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prevent their forming the same plans upon more combustible 
materials, to place them in some secure situation, who would 
think of putting them in irons as felons, instead of consigning 
them to the care of proper keepers as lunatics? The late plot 
has not a whit more of rationality in detail, or conception, 
than the supposition here made ; and although we shall nov 
contend that they did not wish, nor intend to aldempt the pre- 
cious lives of the administration, we shall not hesitate to argue 
that the wish could no more have been gratified, nor the inten- 
tion fulfilied, by the means which it is deposed were to be em- 
ployed by the parties. Certainly never were such conspirators 
seen, as Thistlewood, and his associates. Treason has hitherto 
been deemed a vice of the first order, requiring cnsummate 
address, public influence, aud means corresponding with its 
magnitude. Now it is discovered that famine is its parent, and 
want of food its prompter ; that the despised, and miserable, and 
poor, and friendless, are its proper agents :—that it grows upon 
wihiat starves it; —that it flourishes most, where it has least 
hope. We shall shortly have actions for treason against every 
village constable ; and parish oilicers will indict boisterous 
paupers for com passing the death of the king’s representative. 
The grounds upon which the verdict is said to be founded, is 
that to intend to destroy the ministers, was to intend to force 
his Majesty to change his government by force and threats. 
This, by the byc, is the legitimate object of whatever faction 
happens to be out of place. It is true the outs only intend to 
cestroy the power ond proft of the ins; but this species of 
destruction is quite as fatal io your inveterate lover of place, 
who would think life nothing without the perquisites of office ; 
and be ready to exclaim with Shylock— 


You take my fife, when you do take the meane, 
On which IJ live. 


Whiat, for instance, would be Mr. Caaniug, without being 
right honourable, and right rich, by place and salary? What 
would be Mr. Vausittart, if he were not Chancellor of the Ex- 
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chequer, and respectable, by his respectable wages: What 
would be Lord Castlereagh, if le were not minister ? Probably 


the 
cause of legitimate government, and social order, by the whip ; 
- ’ 


a negro-driver on some West Indian Plantation, supporting 


expatiating on the constitutional dlessings of slavery: and sy. 
perintending the digging of holes one day, for the purpose of 
filing them up the next, by way of promoting profitable em. 
ployment! By parity of reasoning, the whigs are also traitors 
in the gross, for conspiring to turn the adininistration out of 
office, and to compel his most gracious Majesty to change his 
Counsels by force and threats J since to destroy their political 
existence would only leave them an animal life, useless to them- 
selves, and of no importance to others. 

That the verdicts pronounced are lawful, is not matter fer 
question. If the enlention to commit treason, be treason, then 
they may be just: if the evidence be of a credible nature ; and 
ifthe further removed from the commission of the crime, the 
evidence to prove it may be proportionebly reduced. For in- 
stance it requires /wo credible witnesses to depose to some 
positive overt act of treason; but it seems one incredible. 
witness. was suflicient to convict for the intention to commit an 
act of treason. 

It is admitted that a conspiracy: to assassinate the ministers, 
is nol treason. ‘The conspiracy to thts result, is all that is pro- 
ved by the evidence, bad as it is:—but it is presumed that 
somncthing else was contemplated, was in embryo; bat towards 
which no one step had beeu taken, but in the ideas of the con- 
spirators. 

The principal evidences were accomplices : and the nature of 
the evidence corresponds with the incredible nature of the plot. 
The conspirators amounted to five-and-twenty / and this mighty 
host, with the immense sum of stx or seven shillings, in actual 
possession, are on te eve of taking the field against the adm 
nistration, and all the coustituted authorities. In one might, 
they were to assassinate all the ministers at a cabinet dinner, 


where they must have encountered double their own numbers, 
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hesides the multitude which the alarm would have collected, 
They were then to have gone off in different divisions of Lareg 
er four in each, to seize the two pieces of cannon at Gray’s 
Inn, and the four in the artillery ground, with which the Man- 
sion-house was to be captured, and the provisional government 
proclaimed ! Granted that all this was intended, what but t- 
sanity could have prompted such a design! What bat folly 
could conceive, what but madness would aticmpt to execute 
such a romantic scheme! Had the party been a band of 
Louvels, and each singled out his individual opponent of the 
ministry, the couspiracy would have worn a tere terrific us- 
pect. As the matter stood, it was only a question whether the 
couspirators should be arrested on the following morving, or on 
the uight of their atte:mpted exploit. 

But that life has been lest, and that more bloodshed witl 
follow, we should be disposed to smile at the evidence cf the 
wretch Adams. The following is a brief sketch of the leading 
points of the story he told in court :—and with atl the solem- 
nity and parade of the administration of justice, it must have 
been diihicult to have kept a grave countenance at many parts 


of it. 


Robert Adams lives in Hole-in-the-wall passage, Brooks’-mar- 
Ket; is a shoemaker, and was in the horse-guards 18 years since. 
Brunt t knew at Cambray, ia France, in 1816: he went by the 
naine of Thos, Morton. Thistlewood, | first knew en the 13th of 
January last, at his own lodgings in Stanhupe-street, Clare-mar- 
ket, was introduced to him by Brunt and Ings; Brunt said, ‘‘ this 
is Lhe man L was speaking about.”’ Thistlewood said Lo me, ‘* you 
were Once in the life-guards 2’ I said “no, | were not, 1 originally 
belonged to the dragoons.” He then said, you are a good 
swordsman ?” I sail 1 could use a sword to defend myself, but was 
hot so good as heretofore, not having used a swerd for some time, 
On this he said, ‘* there was no person worth ten pounds that was 
worth any thing for the good of h's country. The shopkeepers of 
London were a set of aristocrats, and all working under one 
system of government; he should glory to see the day that all the 
shops were shut up and well plundered.” He said ** Mr. Hunt was 
a coward and no friend to the people, and he had no doubt if he 
(Thistiewood) was to get into Whitehall, he would find his name 
on the books as a spy to government.” He thea turned to Mr. 
Cobbett, aud said “that he aud his wr tings were no good to the 
Country, and he had no doubt he was a spy as well as Hunt.” I was 
alicrwards confined fur debt, previous to which several interviews 
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took place between us, The next was on the 16th, at the Whiis 
Hart public-honse, in Brooks’-market; {ngs, Brunt, Hall, and 
Tidd were present; in aroom in the back-yard. On the 17th | 
went to prison; ITremained 14 days, and came out en Sunday, the 
day after the death of the King. 1 saw Thistlewood on the next 
evening ina back room on the same floor of a house in which 
Brunt lived, in Fox.court, Gray’s Inn-lane. Brunt, Ings, Hall, and 
Davidson were preseat; nothing particular took place on that 
night. Imetthem again on the Wedaesday evening—Thistle- 
wood, Brunt, Davidson, Harrison, and Edwards, were present. | 
saw a number of pike staves, which Thistlewood wanted ferruled, 
Thistlewood expressed his surprise that Bradburn (the prisoner), 
who had been furnished with money to purchase ferrules had not 
done it. The staves were quite green, as if just cut. Thistlewood 
accused Bradburn of having spent the money, and said he was not 
worth consiteration. These meetings were held fwive a day, from 
the time [ came out of prison to the 254 of February, [heard 
runt say, he had hired the roomin whica they met for Ings ; at 
one of ihese meetings, 1 went up to the recom; ‘This!!ewood and 
Hlarrison were sitting at the fire. Flarrison said, *¢a Life-guards. 
man, told him the Lite-guards and as many of the Foot-guards as 
could be spared would be at the funeral of the Ning.” He added, 
**he thought this a favourable opportunity to kick up a row, and 
see what could he done.” Thistlewood said, ** that it would, and 
remarked, provided they could take the two pieces of cannon in 
Gray’s-inn-lane, and the six viecesin the Artiliery-ground, they 
would have the means of getting London in their possession 
before morning.” He agreed in the plan, and said, ‘if the Guards 
wereto come back, they would be so tired, they could do nothing,” 
He went on to say, * that by perseverance, if they got the cannon, 
they migut go to Hyde Park, and prevent any orderly from hav- 
ioe 2 ycommunication with Windsor. In the next place,” he 
said, ** it would henecessary to go tothetelegraph over the water, 
to prevent any communication heing made to Woolwich. He 
thought by this time they should be able to establish a provisional 
government, and would have un opportunity of sendiny to the sea 
ports to prevent any gentleman leaving this country withoul a pasi- 
port from this provisional government.” He particularly mentioned, 
** Dover, Deal, and. Atargate, and especially to Brighton; not that 
he thoughi thenew King would be there, or even at the funeral of 
his father.” He added, ‘that the present family had inherited the 
crown long enough; it was no use, therefore, for the new King to 
think of wearing the crown any longer,’ Brunt and Ings came im 
after this, ‘Ehistlewood communicated to them what had been 
said, but both of them declared that nothing short of the assass'- 
nations they had in view would satisfy them—the assassination of 
ministers. Bruwt had toid me, two or three of them had drawn 
outa plan to assassinate ministers at the first cabinet dinner they 
had. On the 19thof Pebruary [ went again to Fox-court 5 This- 
tlewood, Davidson, Mareisen, Ings, Brunt, and Hall, were there. 
They then said, “ Well, it is agreed ; we have come to the deter- 
mination, if nothing takes place between this and next W ednesday 
night, we will golo work.” It was said, “ they were all so poor, 
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they could not wait any langer.” Thistlewood proposed that a com- 
mittee should meet to draw outa plan. Thatwas on Sunday. ifs 
s1id to Bruat, ‘* you had better go round this afternoon, and ses 
what men you can bring forward to attend the committee.” brant 
said, “* he had some work to finish, but could get up in the morn 
ing and get a few, as it was not necessary to bring waay.”’ Thistie- 
wood said, * it will be highly necessary for all who attend to bring 
arms, in case any officer should come up.” Brnnt said with an oath, 
if any officer caine up, he would rua him through, and murder 
him onthespoi. On the next morning I went at 11 o'clock, ant 
aaw Thistlewood, Davidson, Tidd, Cook, Hall, Bradburn, Edwards, 
Harrison, and Wilson; they had not entered into the business, but 
Thistle wood said, it is time to proceed to basness.” He proposed 
Tiddshould take ihe chair: Tidd took the chair accordingly, wiih 
a pice in his hand! Vhistlewood began and said, * Gentlemen, { 
presume you all know what you are met for, the west end job.” 
Brunt made some violent exclamation, but was called to order. 
Thistlewood spoke again, * we are all of us tired of waiting for 
this job—and as we find there isno probability of their (ministers) 
meeting altogether—if in case we do not find them altogether 
between this and Wednesday night, we are come to a determina- 
tion to take thei separately at their own houses. If we take them 
scpurately, we must take them two or three together as we cam get 
them. [ suppose,” coniiuued he, ‘ wecan take as much as 40 or 
50 men lo do the west end job, and I propose at the same time, that 
the two pieces of cannon ia Grav’s.inn-lane, and the six pieces of 
cannon ia the Artillery Ground shall be taken.” He then called 
upon Cook lo take the lead and command at the taking of the 
6 pieces of cannon at the Artillery Ground. After these were 
taken, he proposed that the Mansion house should be taken, as a 
scat for the provisional government: then they were to make a 
deseent on the Bank or Exauanpo—and he proposed that Palen 
should be the man to set fire to the different buildings in the dif- 
ferent parts of Londona—Thistlewood said, ‘there was time 
enough to mature the plans between that and Wednesday 
night.’ Brunt said, he had a proposition to make for 
the manuer of assassinating the ministers, when Thistlewood 
said, ‘Stop, first let my proposition be put from the chair.’ 
it was carried unanimous!y. Brunt then proposed, ‘** That as 
many of the ministers as they could assassinate, should be assassi- 
nated on Wednesday, at all events, and that the men who were 
willing to undertake the job should be divided in lots.—After the 
men were so lotted, a man was to be drawn for the sole purpose of 
assassivaling the party they went to; aad whoever that fell upon, 
that man should be bound to do it, or be murdered himself. 
Whatever man the let fell upon to do this assassination, and 
should fail in doing of it, he swore by all that was good that man 
should be run through upon the spot.’ Upon this I got up 
myseif and said to Mr. Brunt, ** Do you mean to say, that a man 
may not fail in undertaking such a thing—ond do you you mean 
to say, that a man in so failing shall be cun through upon the 
spot himsctf:” pe said “+ No, unless there was the least sign of 
fears ifaman attempted and failed, he must be thought to bee 
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good man, and should not dic.’ Bruns motion was put, ard 
agrecd to. Ina few minutes, Palen, Potter, and Strange came jn. 
Thistlewood told them of the planus proposed; and they agreed to 
them. Palen said there was one thing he wanted to know— 
“You talk,” said he ‘* of taking from forly to fifty wen to the 
west-end job: I should lice to know, then, where you are to find the 
men to take the cannon in Gray's inn lane and the 4 rtillery-z round ; 
for Leawt say where ihey are to be got, although you may know 
more on the subject than Edo. f want to know also,’ said he, 
‘in calling upon the meu L intend to go to, if T can tell then: in 
fact what is to be done?’ The chairman replied, Turning lo 
Mr. ‘Thistlewood, * that no doubt Mr. Palen knew the mea he had 
to depend upon; and might make such communications as he 
should think prudent. Mr. Thistlewood said, ‘* O! well though: 
of. Brunt, take Mr. Palen to the place hard by, and see whether 
he thinks itcan be easily done’—thal was to sct fire lo FPurnival’s 
dnn. Palen and Brunt went out aud svou returned, saying, “ It 
Was a very good job; it was very easy dones it would make 
a good fire.’ Before they left the room, Thistlewood said, ‘ he 
thought it highly necessary to get the men together aad give them 
a treat.’ Brunt turned round and said, with aa oath, although 
poor, he had a pound note, which be would apply to that purpose ; 
Thistlewood said, ** I suppose we can take them to the White Hart.” 
This was objected to, but it was finally agreed they should be brought 
to Bruat’s room, who was to send his apprentice out of the way. 
On Monday moraing | went to the room about len o'clock—This- 
tlewood, Brunt, Harrison, Hall, Ings, and others were present. I 
told them Hobbs, the landlord of the White tlart, had toid me two 
officers called, and asked, ** whether a radical meeting did not 
take place there?” The officers said, “they tad information that 
there was, and that there was similar information given at Lord Sid- 
mouth’s office.’ Harrison on this said to me, like a llon, * Adams, 
you have done wrong.” Brunt said [ had doue wrong, for I ought 
to have communicated it to them alone. I said what concerned 
all, ought to be communicated to all. [T went next morning ; 
Brunt, Ings, Hall, Davidson, Harrison, Wilson, Palen, Potter, and 
Bradburn were there. Edwards came, went to ‘Thistlewood, and 
told him there was to be a cabinet dinner next night. Thistlewood 
said, * I don’t think that is true;” < newspaper was sent for, and 
read ly Thistlewood ; itcontained an account thaé there was lo be a 
cabinet cinner at Lord Harrowby's, in Grosvenor-square, on Wed- 
nesday evening. Ou this Brunt walked towards the window and 
said, ‘* Vil be hanged if I don't believe now, that there is a God ; 
1 have often prayed that these thieves might be brought together, 
in order that they might be destroyed together ; and now God has 
answered my prayer.’? Thistlewood proposed a committee di- 
rectly ; I was in the chair, and Thistlowood proposed a fresh plan 
regarding the assassination. ITcalled to their recollection what 
Hobbs said the day before. Harrison in a great passion swore, the 
first man that said a word to throw cold water on the coucern, he 
would run directly through, and Tidd was put in thechair. Palen 
‘wanted to be satisticd as to what bad fallen from me on the pre- 
vious morning. Brunt moved, to dv away any suspicion, that a 
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watch should be set on Earl Harrowby’s that night, to see if any 
men or soldiers went inio the house. That was approved of—two 
were to go on at six and remain till nine, and to be relieved every 
two hours. Thistlewood hoped every one would be satisfied if no\ 
officers or soldiers went into the house; and that they would do 
what they thought of the nextevening. He then said, ‘ as there 
had not been a dinner so long, there would be fourteen or sixteen 
there, and it would be a rare haul to murder them altogether. 
He proposed one should go with a note to present to the Barl, and 
when the door was open, the others to rush in and seize the ser- 
vants, and threaten them with death if they stirred. This doue, 
men were totale the command of different parts of the house, to 
prevent the escape of the servants, and if they attempted to stir, to 
throw a lighted hand grenade among them. Two men were to 
be placed at the area for the same purpose. At the same time the 
mea who were to do the assassination, were to rush into the room 
in which the cabinet ministers were, and to murder them all, good 
and bad: if there were any good ones, they were to be murdered 
for keeping bad company. Ings offered to enter the room first 
with a brace of pisiols, a cut!ass, and a knife in his pocket, and 
with a determination to cut off every head there, and to bring away 
Lord Castlereagh's and Lord Stémouth’s heads in abag which he was 
to have for the purpose.” He said he would say on entering the 
room, “ Well, my Lords, I have got as good men here as the 
Manchester Yeomanry! enter citizens, and do your duty!” Upon 
this word of command from Ings, two swordsmen, followed by 
others with pikes and pistols, were to come in and to fall to work 
murdering as fast as they could. Harrison was picked out by 
Thistlewood as a swordsman, and I wasthe other, as the two best 
capable of using the swerds. Seeing there was no chance of es- 
cape, and my life was in danger, [ agreed to it. After the execu- 
tion, they were to leave the house, Harrison was to go to the King 
Street barracks, where the horse soldicrs were, and to take a fire- 
ball to fling into the straw shed. He was to he supported by Wilson. 
The rest of the party were te proceed to Gray’s Inn Lane, to the 
City Light Horse barracks, for the purpose of meeting the body of 
men tho were ta Le appointed to take the cannon, to assist them if 
they were not strong enough. They were to proceed from thence 
to the Artillery Ground, to assist Mr. Cooke, if he should not be 
strong enough, in taking the six cannon. Cooke was to await the 
arrivalof Mr. Thistlewood, if not strong enough. The cannon 
were to be loaded before they were taken into the street, fo be fired 
on eny person who might be disposed to resist. If Cooke was able 
to take the cannon himself, he was to proceed to the Mansion- 
house, and to plant three of them on each side of that building. 
He was then to demand possession of the Mansion-house, and if it 
was refused, he was to fire at it, when it was presumed it would 
soon be given up. The Mansion-house was to be the seat of the 
Provisional Government. An attack was to be then made on the 
Bank of England. The funds were to be removed, but the books 
were not to be destroyed, as they would enable them to see further 
into the villainy of the country for years passed. The further 
proceedings were left till Wednesday. Jlarrison proposed a coun- 
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tersign—one man was to say “but? and the other ©‘ ton,” which 
was button.” In the afternoon T went agam 3 smelt a strong 
smell; and fouad Edwards making a fuse for the grenades. [pers 

was making illumination balls, with rope yard and tar. {Lali Mc 
ugsisting. The same evening, saw two strange men, one of whom 
was Harris, Bruat aud Ta'stlewood was there. Davidson went 
on watch at Lord Harrowby's, at six o’ciock. I and Brunt after- 
wards went to the watch. Wednesday, I went to Fox-court 
between two and three. I saw several swords, a blunderbuss, 
several pistols, and other arms; the strangers began putting flints 
bio the pistols. Thistlewood, tangs, and “Halll, came ings Thistle. 
wood said, ‘© My lads, this badkn ike something ; this looks as 
if something is going to De done.” csi was brourht for ‘This- 
Hewood to write, Three bills were writtes by himand real. The 
first was: 

“ Your tyrants are destroved. The friends of N5erty are called 
upon to come forward. ‘ihe provisional government is now 
sitt ne. _ © Jas. Inas, Secretary.” 

** February 23, 1520.” 

There were three of these wrttens; they were to be stuck an the 
houses which were on fire. Wiile these were wring, logs was 
preparing himself in the manner in whichhe was to eater the house 
of Ear! Horrowby. He puta black belt round his waist, another 
over his shoulders, put on two hags like haversacks, and pistods ia 
his belts, and said, * D—n my eyes, Lam not complete now: Ive 
furvot my steel.” He took a large kuife, and brendished if as if 
te were eutiing off heads: he swore that he would bring amay twe 
avads in his bags, and one of Lord Castisreagh’s hands, which he 
wonld cure (salt) as it mizht be thoughta gow ceal of kereajt r. He 
repeatedly made uscof these expressions. ‘Tae others were equaliy 
heey in equipping themselves. Palen came in, and Thistlewood 
and Brunt having left the room, Palen said, ‘ Gentlemen, are 
you all aware of what you are going todo: You ouzht first to 
think within yourselves W hether you are going todo your country 
y service or not? You cught to think whether the assassination 
of ministers will ke countenanced by your country. If you think 
that the couatry will approve of what you are going todo, you 
ought to come to a resolution that the man who flinches ought to 
be run through upon the spot. Ugless you come to this determina- 
tion, it will be impossibie to do aay good.’ A tall man said, 
‘* You speak asif weall knew what you are going about. T shonld 
like to Know what it is you are gotug to be after. I can see pretty 
well the meaning of what you say, and if we tarn out to serve 
our country, I am not the man that will be afraid of myseli.”— 
Brunt seeing an alteration in the countenance of some, expressed 
a Wish to Know the cause? He was told some present wished 
te know what they were goingabout? Brunt replied, ‘* That was 
not the room to be told of what they were going to be about, but 
they should go along with him to the room in the Edeware- road, 
and they shoutd hear ail about it.” Brunt said all that came with 
Him should have somnething to drink. ‘The tall stranger said he 
Was not goin, to enc ourage drunkenness, ag a drunken man would 
only ruw hi inself into the hands of the enemy. A eu, pboard Th 
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Srant’s room was used to hold swords, hand-greuades, and flannel 
bass for the cartridce for the cannons. 4 the ammunition wus 
mtat Grunts; the depot was at Tida’s, who lived in the next room 
fomysedf, When we set oif from Brunt’s t bad a blunderbuss under 
my great coat, and Brant had @ broousteh, prepared to receive a 
bayonet. Amory other arms at tle depal were some pikes, made 
out of o/d files, or bayouets. Brunt took me along the Edgeware- 
road till we met Thistlewood. We then went to a stable in Cato- 
street, &. &c. 


Connect this miserable detail with the deposition of Earé 
Harrowby, that for two montis before, and say what pru- 
dint men, (and where theinsefves are concerned, none are 
more prudent than his Majesty’s ministers) to fear from such 


conspirators, when perfectly known, aud their general charac- 





ter of the plot known to the parties against whom it was di- 
rected. The plot must have been communicated to the minis- 
iers, not only in emdrye, not Guly before it was hatched, but 
even before the egg was laid that was to produce. Adams 
was introduced to Thistlewocod for the first time, on the 13th 
ot February. ‘Fle two Monuments depose to no fact earlier 
than tie 22d of February. Dwyer became acquainted with 
Davidson twice before the 23d of February, when the plot 
was discovered. And yet the ministers had been two months 
in possession of the generad intentions of the parties. There 
is another point which wauts a little explanation. ‘The con- 
spirators were anxious to get a/l ihe ministers together, that 
:hey might assassinate them the more easily. One would 
imagine the ministers were uot quite so eager to be assassinated, 
as to accommodate the conspirators with a cabinet dinner ex- 
pressly for the occasion. Yet, a day or two before the seizure 
of the parties, an wltra-loyalist paper announces “ a grand 
cabinet dinner!” The origin of this annunciation is as stzgular 
as its fortuetous appearance, just as it were on purpose to 
ripen the scheme which had hung fire so long! It was not 
very probabie that the parties for whose information the news 
of this cabinet dinner seems to have been designed, would 
ever have seen it in the paper in which a/oxe it appeared. But | 
1S if again purposely desirned, though no doubt quite by acct- 








552 THE BLACK DWARF, 


dent, one Edwards, a witness in the power of the Crown, 
whom it was not deemed necessary to produce, enters the 
room of consultation, and gives the important information to 
the rest. He does not however tell them he had seen the in- 
formation ina newspaper; but merely announces the cabinet 
dinner as a rumour which he had heard. Thistlewood disbe. 
lieves it, and proposes to send for a newspaper, to ascertain 
the correctness of the statement. And strange to say, by 
mere accident, no doubt ; the only paper which contained the 
paragraph was purehased! and that paper was the very last 
which such parties could be supposed to enquire after. It was 
the New Times! The cabinet dinners form part of the Court 
news; and there is a regular collector of such intelligence for 
all the Morning Papers. Cabinet dinners are always of public 
notoriety. They are indeed part of the routine of business, or 
rather part of the mode in which public business is dispatched. 
They are not of accidental occurrence, nor of momentary pre- 
paration. The parties must be previously invited; and the 
moment an invitation is issued, the matter becomes public, so 
that no newspaper could possess much priority of intelligence 
on such a topic. But had priority of fashiouable intelligence 
been sought after, it would have been in the columns of the 
Morning Post, and not in those of the New Times. Unless 
that paper had been suggested to the messenger, it liad hardly 


been fetched :—and the suggester would never have thought . 


of it, had he not known that such a paragraph would be 
found there, and could be met wrh no where else. On the 
trial, tie regular Court reporter declares he did not furnish 
the paragraph; but that it he had, he shonld not have called 
it “agrand” cabmet dinner, to make it more inviting to the 
conspirators. But a superxumary reporter is brought for- 
ward, who reports a supernumary grand Cubinet dinaer to 
one paper, without thinking of taking it to any other. The 
reguiar reporter is made to neglect his duty; and a su- 
pernumerary dealer in the same articies, only carrics his wares 
to one market. There is rcom upon this peg to hang a few 
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« peasonable double,’ of which the prisoner should have had 
the advantage. In the cross-examination of Carl Harrowby, on 
the trial of Ings, he admitted that lie had for some time had 
intimation of “ some general design, simelar fo the one detected, 
being intended !” Was it not kind in his lordship to allow the 
 prand’ sunshine of a sepermumerary Cabinet dinner, for the 
purpose of an carly maturity of the plot in question? for it does 
not appear that the “ grand” cabinet was really intended to be 
given, though the preparations were allowed to proceed. If 
we were to admit the intentions of the parties accused and 
convicted, to the fullest extent of the accusation, it would not 
at all diminish the probability that the conspirators were atten. 
ded throughout by some parties determined to let them do no 
further mischief, than Just to implicate themseives~-that so 
much was regularly communicated to the mimstry, as to put 
them completely on their guard—and that they knew their 
agenis were in possession of all the details and proceedings, 
though they might vot chuse to develcp them all, until they 
had been made important enough for public parade. It is true 
this view of the question does not lessen the guilt of the indivi- 
duals, but it renders the “ pomp and circumstance” of their 
arrest ridiculous, and dwindles the importance of the plot into 
complete nothingness. 

Having given a vicw of this matchiess treasonable conspiracy, 
of a score of people, possessed of six or seven shillings amongst 
them, from the evidence of a witness for the prosecution, we 
will give a more accurate view of the danger of the conspiraey, 
from the mouth of the prisoner Jugs, who was convicted on 
Saturday last. 

Ings spoke as follows: Tam a man of no education aud very 
humble abilities. I lived in Portseca. I came to London in the 
beginning of May, 18i9, with my wife and family. The reason 
was, that I was unabie to support my family (here ihe prisoner 
seemed affected hy his feeling). When I came to London 1 thought 
Tcould get empioy, but could get nothing to do. I had a few 
pounds when T came. Finding my moucy going I did not know 


whattodo. It did not co by drinkiag or ‘gambling. I went to 
Baker's row, where I sel up a butcher's shop. I stopped there 
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from Midsummer to Michaelmas; the sumiuner being hot vag 
avainst me; aad i lost a considerable deal of money. l then 
opened a cofiee-shop ; but did pot take money enough ‘to support 
my family. { persuaded my wife to return to Portsea amone he “ 
friends, where | thought sie would be better than with me i. 
London. Aites my wife bad left me, a man used to come and 
take a cup of coffee. L had never nothing to do with pohti-ss yut 
he began io speak about the Manchester massacre. 
little. He came freaueatly before 1 left the house. Some time 
after J met him in Smithfield. He said be had been often to my 
house, and asked me to stand ticat. I satd lL had no money; ans 
added, that [ should be eblived to sell my things. He ask ed me 
what things, and agreed to buy a sofa bedstead. 1 went to live 
in Primrese-street in January last. A few days after, 1 met 
him in Fieet-strect; he thea told me there was somethin 
voing to be done. I asked him what it was, and he said no 
good man would want to know whet was to be deze before 
it was beeun. We went directly and had some breed 
cheese. He then tosk me to the White Hart, where 1 saw 
a few of my fellow-prisoners. L asked who he was. | understood 
his name was Williams; but {i since know that it was Edwards. 
he afterwards took me to another room where £ got refreshment, 
1 did not know the particulars of any thing that was going to be 
done. Iwasa stranger, aml wen! for foor. That verv day he 
brought me a sword to get ground tor him, which I took to the 
cutler’s in my own name, and do you think, gentlemen, if 1 knew 

that any thing was going on, that I would have left it in Inv owaA 
name ? I often went to the man afterwa ds, for Lhad no friends. 
On the 23d of February, he came tome almy lodging: 


yin Priwrose- 
street, for my Jandlord charged me nothing for. my | 


lodging, and 
says, ‘* There’s something a going to be doue: do you come upto 
the alley opposite Mrs. Carlile’s about six o'clock ; ; I shall weet 
you en. L went from there up to the room. — I was there all 
day, and I got some bread and cheese. At six | went to Fleet-street. 
He was standing i in the alley. He told me to wait, which I did, 
for an hour. Hethen came and save me a couple of bavs and a 
belt,and asked meto come to the roo in Fox-court.. On my 
voing there he told me that he was going to put some gin in the 
bags: and that it was to be got on the ‘sly. ‘That was the sele 

reason that I put the bags under my coat, les! the patrole sho: 1d 
seethem, 1 went with him up to St. Giles’ s, where he said we 
were to geithegin. When we got there, he told me it was not 


there. We weaitp to = ford. street, where he said a friend lived. 
ifieleft me aad ft watted for him au bour. 


I said very 


“ ned 


‘TYe then tock me up to 
Joun-sireet, I believe it was, for T never was there befere, to the 
stable. ings here delailed the ae sires —_ lic was arre ye 
and went ov. Lara lize a bullock drove mito Sinithticid-market ¢ 

Desold, (Here the prisoner burst into cenit bsay lam is ro 
bullock drove tuto Smuthfield to be sold. ( This he repeated with 


creat energy.) Ihe Altoracy-General knows the man. He knew 
all their pris 


¥ ° Fal a | 
ans for two months! before i was sequninted with it. (Sul! 


—_ 
4 


crying. ) When L was pprtts Lord Sidmor a, a genifeman suid Leora 
Sidmouth knew off about ls for tia months, (itl ia tears,) LT cen. 
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sider myself murdered if this man is not broug ut forward. (A more 
vivient crush oftears.) Tam wiliing to die on the se «sla with 
him. fe told of every thing which he did hinself. 1 dowt 
value my life if | ean’t get a fiving for my family. (Io 
still greater grief My life is of no use to me, if | want 
bread for my wife and family. [ have a wife and four 
children. I never was ia the habit of drinking, nor nothings 
of the sort. [ cannet describe my fectings to you, about 
my wife and family (ia tears.) 1 hope, before you give 
your verdict, that you will see this man brought forward, 
orelse IL consider myselfa murdered man. I knew nothing of 
their plots: he was the instigation of it all. 2 never attended 
none of thei radical meetings. \ hope you will weigh this ta your 
minds before you return your verdict. Adams would hang his 
father to get his ewn neck out of the halter. This is alt have to 


gay.’ 
Here is a picture of a conspirator to overturn the boasted 
constitution of Great Britain, defended by a standing ermy of 
>” 
» hundred thousaad men, and the “affections of the people, 
i Mr. Justice Rest be correct! If it could be overturned, 
le endangered hy such hands, it would be little the subject of 
admiration. What! the constitution, which has withsteod the 
lapse of ages, the shock of arms, and the machinations of the 
ablest intriguers! To what have Messis. Castlereagh and 
Cowpany reduced us, by their additional defences, and ad- 
mirable improvements of the law. 

The fiat is however past. The sentence of dsath will shortly 
be pronounced ; and the executioner be called apon to perforin 
his bloody office. hese poor, friendless, and destitute beings, 
must pay the forfeit which the law demands, for plotting against 
tle ministers; but the latter may plot against the preple with 
perfect impunity. Tacy niay sanction the destruction of the 
people, without being called before any tribunal. | lie infenddons 
of the desperadoes now befere the public, are suflicient to con- 
vict tiem; while the deeds of others attract 10 judicial | inquiry; 
Of the blood actua uy spill at Manchester, is taken no account. 
wiiie the severest reckoniug is exacted for that which it is as- 
serted was intended to be shed in London. Might not men, so 
lwnorent as these, have easily concluded, that they had as onic 
right fo shed blood as the yeomanry of Manchester? Might 
they not have believed that what was approved, at Manchestey, 
was dive: ted of all criminality? War was there levied against 


the prvee wud honor of the khiag! An act of treason was com. 
mitted aganst his unoffending subjects! Yet mo mngniry was 
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permitted. No responsibility followed! The agents were 
thanked—thie prompters of the mischief rewarded! Bad not 
this a tendency in the eyes of ignorance, to preclaim that the 
lies of humanity and justice were to be held for nought, at the 
convenience of individuals? And might not these men think 
their convenience was as mucu to be consulted as the convenj- 
ence of his Majesty’s Ministers. ‘This dees not alter the nature 
ofan atrocity; but the cause of the crime is to be considered, 
when - crime is to be punished. 

‘There is another point connected with these prosecutions, to 
which it is necessary to advert. The law requires s that a fise 
of the witnesses who are to be calle d, shall be given to the per- 
sons accused of hivh-treason ten days before the trial. In the 
present instence, a hat of one hundred and eigliiy witnesses were 
given; and out of that list ouly about twelve have been called, 
This is an injurious evasion of the law; which directs the deli- 
— of the names of the witnesses, that the prisoners may im 
some measure be aware of the evidence to be produced, that 
they may be prepared to meet it. Plad a list of the twelve 
called, or twent y, or thirty been furnished, there wonld have 
been some chance of guessing at tle nature of the accusation. 
But the London Directory might as weil have been put into 
their hands, as a list of 182, without any means of ascertaining 
who amongst them were to be actuatly put forward as wit- 
nesses. When the desolate condition of the prisoners ts con- 
sidered, this is a hardsbip of peculiar weight; and in the hands 
of an able counsel might mvalidate all the proceedings. ‘Ihe 
list to be furnished, according to the provisions of the act, is 

10t of witnesses that may be called, or ean be called, but of 
those who are to be called. ‘Ten days to inquire into the cha- 
yacter of 182 individuals, is ridiculous. We regret that we 
have not space to argue the point at greater leneth; but we 
trust ifs importance will oceusion it to be pursued further, b 
all who are interested in the pure administration of the law. 








TO CORRESPONDENT 


We insert to day a letter from the auihor of the new system of 
representation and finance; as an act of jusitce to the proposer of 
a new system, without having at present an opportuntty of exa- 
Mining, or replying to his positions. But we cannot avoid stating 
that the objections to the age of 21, as that at which the exercise 
of suffrage should commence, w ould equally apply to any age. 
And the conclusion i is, that either 21 is as good as any other that 
could be fixed, or that age should ot be in avy respect a criterion, 


2 position which would involye some Whimsical dilemmas, te 
which we may herentter allude. 
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‘My Masters of Misrule! i have a crow to pluck with you,’ 
; Orv Pray. 


—_—_————e 


115. Nebody can do much good, whom the people do not 

think a good man; and that cannct be expected when so much 
reproach and infamy will- “righ it or wrong—be heaped upon 
vou, if you do not continue orihkodor. This you cannot doubt, 
if you will but reflect on what passes under your own eyes; and 
therefore if isin vain to fancy that your virtue will protect you. 
No,—the most conspicuous virtue will not be believed. Hf you 
are guilty of no open vices, secret ones will be imputed to you: 
your enguiries, will be called vain, curious, and forbidden 
studies: pride and ambition will be said to be th re secret springs 
of them: a search after truth will be called a love of novelty: 
the doubting of @ single text will be scepticism,—the Genial 
of anargument, a renouncing of the faith: to say what the 
scriptures have said, and in the very same words too, (fF not 
explained i the common way,) will be blas sphemy ; ond tlie 
most sincere concern for the henor of almighty God, you call- 
not be sure will not be interpreted down right atheism. Every 
thing you say or do, will have a wrong turn given it: a shp of 
memory shall be made wilful prevarication ; a seiatshies in a ct- 
tation shall be forgery and corruption; an error in an inci- 
dental poiat of learning, shall bea good proof that you know 
nothing : every inaccurate expression shall be pressed into a 
crime; any little warmth of temper shail be aggravated into 
pride and po stilveness, a contempt of authority, and ill mwan- 
ners. In short, a!l the indiscretions of a man's former life shall 
he riot up; and nothing forgiven, that cau be remembered or 
strained to his disadvantage, - —Now all this a man will draw 
upon himself, that brings himself under the imputation of he- 
resy. Whereas the orthodox lives quiet and at ease, unmo- 
lested and unenvied. His faults (and who has -not some?) 
shall be extenuated or excused—if not quite buried in oblivion; 
his want of temper shall be a commendable zeal; his indisere- 
tion, good nature; his mistakes shal! be imputed to haste or 
madvertency,— and when they cannot be defended, it will be 
argued in his favor that the greatest men sometimes err, that 
writers of the first rank are not always in the right, —or per- 
haps a mistake shall turn to his advantage, it will be shewn to 
be an error on the right side, and thet a goad cause drew hin 
into it. His learning on the other haad shall be magnified 
heyond measure: every one wil be prank of his good qualities ; 


and fis virtues will he set in the best light, to shew themselves 
VoL. IV,. No..16. 
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and to cover his faults. In a werd, ortlicdoxy atones for ali 
vices, aud heresy extinguishes all virtuea.---Dr. Francis Hare, 
Bishop of Chichester. The ds _ end discouragements 
which attend ihe study of the scriptures in the way of pri- 
wale judgment, 1716. 

416. There is, I confess, a nieasure to be taken in these 
things, and it isindecd to the great reproach of human wis- 
dom, that no man for so many ages has becu able or willing 
to find gut the temper of government in divine matters, For 
it appears at the frst sight, “that men ought to enjoy the sane 
property and protection in their consciences, which they have 
in their live s, liberties and estates: but that to take AW these 
in penalty for the other is merely a more legal and genteel wily 
of padding up on the road of ‘heaven, and. that it is only for 
want of money and tor want of religion, that men teke those 
desperate courses. Nor canit be denied, that the ortginal law 
upon which Christianity at the first was founded, does indeed 
eapressly provide agali: stall such seve rity. It was by the iu 
mility, mic ekness, love, forbearance, and} patience, which were 
part of that excellent doctrine, that 2 became at last the uni- 
versal religion; and cau no more by any other means be pre- 
served, than it is posstlde for another soul to animate the samc 
body.--- Andrew Marvell. Of the growth of popery end ar- 
bitrary government in England. 1677. 


117. But as soon as ever learning peeped abroad m_ the 
world, and began to diifuse itself among the vulgar, they then 
began to expostulate with thetr superiors, and straightway 
threw off that yoke, which formerly they and their forefathers 
had so long lain under. And indeed upen this consideration 
it is, that princes take so much care to keep their subjects in 
ignorance, by suppressing all such beoks as lay open and pros- 
titute the arcana inperti to the knowledge of the v ulgar. For 
boeks give men new hints and notions, which often put them 
upon such actions as are not always agreeable to the interests 
of the prince. Hence that subtle and crafty prince, King 
James the First, would say, ‘ that of all sorts of subjects, the 
thinking man made the worst.” And, even by daily expe- 
rience, we find it confirmed, that the high flown arbitrary men, 
(commonly the darlings of tyrants,) are not men of the deepest 
thought, nor of the oreatest tores sigat and consideration; since, 
if they were, they “might easily eo that “¢ absolut te 
power of the prince canuct be insde up of any other ingrediciit 
than the slavery of the subjeet. Yet in some jamin there is 
such a natural love to servitude and vassalage, that they think 
no pleasure comparabie to the bugging of their chain; and, 
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withthe slavish Frenchman, their greatest glory as‘ Notre roi 
est cbsolu, the grammatical construction whereof is, we ere 
sleves. But that ever any, who call themselves Englishmen, 
should sink into such a meanness of spirit, so degenerating 
from the virtues of their ancestors, many of whom lost their 
lives in the psi asserting of the Enelish liberties—is that, 
Which as our foretathers could never have dreamt of, so for the 
honour of the present age, 1 hope posterity will never remem- 
ber. But osonsters are the product of © Very ae ; and there is 
ne climate Without some insects. Though Hberty be the mis- 
tress of all generous souls, and is that w hich aloue gives a relish 
to uma life; yet there ath iately been found among us, a 
sort of @hilials, as puluatein us in giving up, as ever our noble 
progenitors were in establishing our liberties ; but whatsoever 
el: rms, thes¢ CH fe more LTOSs and earthly part of mankind) may 
think there ere in such a lazy slavish subjec tion, yet fo men OF 


more parte infelleetmals and whose veins run with a nobler 
quality of blood, all that the world can give, without Nberty, 
haih no taste— Sie Fromas Pope Blount. Essays on Se- 
veral Subjects, 94. 
LG ener a een § am a Villain—— 
Yos,--a utost notorious villlan;— 
Tos see the vsuilerings of my fellow creatures, 


And own myself a iain; —to see our senators 

Cheat tie dcluded people with a shew 

Of tiberty, which yet they ne’er must taste of, 

They say, by them our liauds are free from fetters; 

Yet, whons they please, they lay m basest bonds ; 

Bring whom they please to uifany and sorrow, 

Drive us, like wreeks, down the rough tide of power, 

Wile no hold’s left to save as from destruction. 

Ail that bear this are villains, and I one, 

Not to siart up at the great call of nature, 

And check the growth of these domestic spoilers, 

That make us slaves, and tell us ’tis our charter, 
Thomas Otway. = venice Preserved, A Tragedy, 1682 


Pare 





119. It were well thot certain fundamental constitutions be 
agreed on, by which both the spiritual and civil liberties of the 
people may be secured; and that all who expect the privilege 
pi vote or suffrage in the elections of knights of the shire, &c. 

‘to bear any office of trust in the commonwealili, may be 
sworn thereto ; and that men may be esteemed qualified, not 
so much by thveix estates, as their religion and virtue, for bear- 
ing the ehief offices of trust in. the commot wealth. And to 
this end, that (ig qualifications (according to which they are to 
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he capacitated) nay he so stated and tunited, as to bar the a 
cess of all unworthy persons, that are Like to betray their trast: 
orto consive at the springings up of usurpations , tyranny, and 
oppression, An sf, (hy reason the elections of parliament men 

are at present managed with so much tumult and noise, that the 
more sober and modest people, are ashamed end discouraged 
to be present at them,) that the parliament would think of some 
other way, by subseription in each parish, or tlie like, less sub- 
yect to popular tumullts, in Which the more rude asd violent, 


earry it from the more discrect and sober, not so much by plu. 


rality of voices, as by noise and violence, being (as commonly 
managed) rg like an assembly met to choose the lord of a 
Whitsun—ale, than knights of the shire. As also, that none 
may be Rha with more power, than God hath furnished 


them with a capacity to understand, apd abiliiy to administer, 
without sfaii to the 


reputation of the commonwealth. And 
therefore, that no apes mm pur] ple, nor asses with goiden trap- 
pings, be admitted io sit and bray upon our tribunais and seats 
of judicature, to bring authority Inte contempt and disgrace ; 
but that every one may carry their own brains, and not under- 
stand their places by _— ior have the erbs and spheres of 


their understandings turn about and governed by a merce- 


nary intelligence, as ts the aiken of some reverend meyors, by 
their learned recorde rs, \e.*---A modest Pla for an equal 
Commonwealth, 1659. 

$20. When you would have a child go to such a place, and 
vou find him um willing, you tell him he shall rede a cock-kerse, 
and then he will go presently ; ; 750 do those who govern the 
state deal by men os work them to their ends; they tell them 
they shall be advanced to such or such a place, ---and they will 


do any thmg in consequence, A great p'ace strangely qud- 


lifies. John Read, : eroom Of the chamber to my lord of Keut, 
was in the right. Attomey Noy being dead, some were saying 
“ How will the king do for a fit man?” ‘ Why, any man, 
says Jobu Read, “ may execute the place.’ “ T warrant, 
says my lord, “ thou thmkest thou understandest enough to 
perform it.” “ Yes,” quoth John, “Jet the king make me 
‘ attorney, and J would fain see that man that durst tell me, 


“there is any thing i understand not.’--- John Selden’s Table 
Talk, 1689. 





* The reader is assured that this conclading remark, does not 
refer to the official worthies, who firured away so laughably in the 


city political arena on Michaelmas day, 3819. 
really dated) 1659; and, 


vu 3 


The orizinal is 
cOoDscquen ily, cannot apoty to the once 


i ae ° 
Kis rht Honourable teks Atkins, por to any of his learned adviscrs 
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and coadjuters. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonxe at 
Japan. 


a=- eo 


THE RADICALS NOT EXTERMINATED—THE BOROUGH- 
MONGERS TREMBLING FOR THEIR VERDICTS. 


My respected Friend, 

Tuc affairs of this country do not become more clear in 
their aspect. All is doubt and uncertaiaty. ‘The Ministers 
have not exterminated the Fadicals, nor paid off the national 
debt, nor lessened the amount of taxation: and the one of 
these events is just as unlikely to happen as the other. Even 
the Prospect of putting the most prominent leaders of Reform 
into prison, is not quite so exhiliraing as the Courier once 
thoueht it. In the glorious uncertainty of the law may be 
found some consolation for the servile prejudice of special 
juries, In my remarks upon the trial of Sir Charles Wolseley, 
I pomted out to thee, what I conceived to be the improper 
behaviour of his two judges, aud exhibited sach defects in the 
proceedings, as must nullify the verdict. This has been done, 
in part already; and if the old open spirit of British jurispru- 
dence have any influence left, it will be entirely set aside ;— 
and his persecutors are now too well aware of the weakness of 
the cause, which wanted help from the ingenuity of the judge, 
to venture on a second trial. In addition to the mistakes made 
by the judge, which I have noticed before, he remarked upon 
the assertion that Sir Charles had recommended peace and good 
order, that the recommendation had but little effect, “ as a@ 
constable was nearly killed upon the occasion ;’—when it was 
in evidence that the attack on the constable was made above 
an hour before the arrival of the Baronet! This, and the 
trifling error of arguing from an assertion of one witness, what 
was contradicted by two reporters, was the ground of the 
application for a new trial. There is, however, another ground, 
which | am surprised has neither been taken by the Counsel for 
sr Charles Wolseley or Sip Francis Burdett. It is, that the 
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discretionary power assumed by the Master of the Crown 
Office in the packing of juntes, corrupts all justice at its source, 

and renders it hopeless to expect from such spec’al selections 

any other verdict than the judge may chance to dictate. Rarely 

any but magistrates ave selected for special jurics. The 

Master of the Crown Office, in the exercise of his discretion, 

will have only esguires, ‘Tits is not a title to which many caa 

substantiate a claim; but it is derived from holding a civil 

commiss on under the Crowa; and lience the Jist ef magts- 

rates becomes the special jury dest, of independent esquires ! 
To know this—to suffer from this—aad not to resist it, is 
wiwese, if not unjust. It may be impossible to alter the 
practice; but it is due to the public to erpose it, and let the 
ralue of the verdicts te knowa, from the circumstances under 
which they are obtaimed. Tt is especially the duty of men of 
rank and tufluence to perform this act of justice tewards tlie 
public ; for the unknown individuals who are the victims of 
this inguisilorial discretion of the Master of tie Crown Office 
have no means of resisting it with effect, or even of denounciag 
itin such a ianner as to make its due impression upon the 
public mind. The parties may give conscientions verdicts, 
according to their political prejudices; but one man ouglit not 
to be the victim of the opinien of his personal enemies. All 
prosecutions for opinions are infamous; but it is disgustingly 
deiestable, to persecute av opinion as a crime, and to set the 
adversaries of the opinion in judgment. 

In the case of Sir F. Burdett, the grounds en which EF have 
previously contended for tie muliity of the verdict, have been 
argued, aud the Court secms rather perplexed. One indecency 
wich cannot fail of being remarked, is, that the judge, whose 
conduct is arraigned as wulawful and improper, sits upcr the 
bench to assist on the decistu2, wucther it was so or otherwise. 
He doubtless will argue that he was perfectly right —that he ts 
the besé judge that can be of lis own conduct. And his breth- 
ren cannot verv politely turn upon hin, and say, “ Brother, 
you have done very wreng—vou have been very silly——sou 


should lave known better,” This would be te lessen the 
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diguity of the judge with the public in too great a degree; 50 
the Court pronounces that it cannot pronounce —that as ay 
present advised, it thinks every thing is correct; but it will 
think further of the matter, and speak when it has determined 
avuat (0 ay. 

What the Court will say to Mr. Hunt’s application for a new 
trial is also as problematic al; but whatever the court may sav, 
phe public opinion will not be as all altered. “That opinion is, 
that he deserves acévicwreath ; and, if instead of what he merits, 
the court should send him to a dungeon, he will be more en- 


viably situated than his judges. 


Mr. Lambton, a young and aspiring politician is now threat- 
ened with great dagger: fe may expect a trial for a libel on 
the whole body of the bonzes here! Art not thou hornbly 
afraid for him! oaly think of a single individual daring to pre- 
voke the hatred of such a formidable host. Hear his offence, 
and wonder that he is alive! He has dared to say that in the 
Durham Couaty Election, there had been arrayed “ against the 
cause of independence, the magistrates; the majority of the 
“ Country Gentlemen; and a body, who from the earliest 
“times, had exlisted themselves in the iainienance of slavery, 

“he meant the CLRERGYMEN—(great applause) a ciass of 

men, who, instead of inculcating from the pulpit, charity and 
good will among men, Were SOLELY occupied in fomenting 
* brows, and disturbances; aud who always erred, if such 
‘immacuiate persons could err, or the side of despotism /, 
ifere is asweeping /ibel!) The Courier, in an agony of vir, 
tious indignation, exclaimed, “justice is not impartially ad- 
 onuistered, in sending others to gaol for such offences, while 
‘¢ he remains at large!’ With the first part of the sentence 
most people will agree; and they would probably not think it 
disproved, if Mr. Lambton were also incarcerated. Imprison- 
ment is ueitherthe cause nor isit the effect of guilt in these days, 
in such cases. Pat the matter is much worse. ft was not 

nly that Mr. Lambton uttered this censure upon the 

meddfrge bonzes, but that it was heard by a large company, 


amonms whom were Mr. Srougham, M. ?., Mr. Beaumont, 
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M. P. for Northumberland: Sir Robert Ferguson, M. P, Me. 
M. A. Taylor, M. P. for the town of Durham: Mr, Ellice, 

M. P., Mr. J. Graham, M. P., and Mr. Barham, M. Pp. 

Really this was enough to torture the poor Editor of the 

Courier, and his masters into absolute frenzy! So many M. P.’s 

censuring the Jonzes, and sucha multitude receiving the cen- 

sure with “loud applause!” ‘The nerves of Sidmouth can never 

sustain this shock ; and Casticreagu may seat himself upon his 

* fundamental features” and “turn his back upon himself in 

“ despair!” Tuese prodigies are portentous. It is not fot 

nothing that screech owls scream, and Kings die, and saints go 
mad! ‘ Phere are more things in heaven and earth, than are 
thought of in yeur philosophy !” 

As for the late rebel/ion, } scarcely know what facts to in- 
form thee. “The winds blow to and fro; yet no one tells 
whence they came, or whither they go.” The Glasgew Herald, 
a Ministerial rival of the Courier, very gravely remarks, “ that 
“agereat number of those arrested on suspicion of being im. 
plicated in the late transactions kave been liberated, either 
“ stmply, or ona bail so trating asto imply no heavy opposi- 
* tion of euilt ”’ And it as amusingly adds, “It will be found 
“ very diflicult, we suspect, to bring Lome this business to any 
“person ofthe slightest enfluence in society; and it was to 
‘ this circumstance we have all along acknowledged that our 
« safety was owing, the want of leaders among the ranks of the 
‘* disaffected.” So itisadmitted that the confidence and secu- 
rity produced by the late bills depend upon the want of 
Jeaders to head the discontented. All is ripe, is it then, in the 
disposition of the people for revolt, and the want of leaders 1s 
the only safety of the system! This is a pretty confession, my 
friend, of the basis upon which the public safety stands! Try 
your hands, at it again, Gentlemen Boroughmongers! You 
have one consolation leit you, matters cannot be made much 
worse than they are! Wheu the radical reformers do plot, you 
may have more serious matter for publication, than these idle 
tales. 


i must wot omit telling thee of a tyait ot characier of the 
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brave and loyal Yeomanry, Thou hast heard of these “ fellows 
of sabre renown ;” the Manchester slaughter will be as noto- 
rious a bye-word as Herod’s s!aughter of the innocents. But it 
is not of the Manchester Yeomanry I am about to speak, it is 
of the Huddersfield Yeomanry, which has lately distinguished 
itself, not in so barbarous, but almost in as conspicuous 
a manucr. I am credibly informed that a division of this 
heroic battalion actually took a green flag, and three pike or 
broom handles, atier the Radicals had thrown them away— 
and that several old women took them for Cossacks, as they 
returned in triumnh with their spoils. But one of the corps 
has out-hectored Hector himself, and deserves to be held in 
everlasting remembrance. He was startled in the dead of night 
at his quarters, No surprise could intimidate his daring soul; 
for “ up he rose,”—I am not certain whether I should be cor- 
rect in quoting further, that he “ donned his clothes,”—-but he 
ran to arms, valiantly fired his piece at the daring Radicals 
who had stormed his bed-chamber, then called his comrades to 
his assistance by firing two alarm-guns into the street! When his 
-empanions In arms had gathered round him, it was discovered 
that the radical he had fired at in his bed-room, was his o2n 
tmage inthe looking-glass!/2 ‘ But it appeared, on enquiry, 
that the watching and auxiety to which he had been subject 
during the arduous duty of the last fortnight, had brought ou 
a fit of temporary derangement 2’ However, he was wise 
enough not to shoot at himself! so there are some hopes of 
him, when he has recovered irom his alarm! 

I know not what else f can inform thee of, unless that Mr. 
Southey, Rodert Southey, has published a life of John Wesley ! 
Who will ever think it worth his while to pubiish one of Robert 
Southey? And how melancholy it is for a man, who is reduced 
to the necessity of wishing no one would remember what he 
was, to save lim the mortification of knowing what he is! 

Thy friend and well wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
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Part of the Singular and able Defence of the Rev. Mr. Bay : 


rison, ona charge of Libel at ihe Chester assizes, for 
preaching a Sermon, at Slockport. 


GENTLEMEN OF THE JU¥Y, 


I stand before you on another indictment for preaching. J have 
reason to beheve that there are some things uttered in my 
preachiug that will not please some people. L think differently 
from many. This sermon was preached to procure a subscription 
for a Sunday Schoo! in whieh 600 cotidten are educated. Lam not 
hereto deny my preaciiug ; if ido wrong itis for you to find me 
guilty. If To think Lam rightitis for meto justify myself if I 
ean, Ttook my text on that occasion from Matthew vii. 1Qa— 
“Therefore all things whatscever ye would that men should do 
fo you, do ye even so to them; for this is the law and the pre- 
phets.” 

‘The connexion of our text with the foregoing verse intimates, 
thatthe more goodness we expect from God, the more kind and 
disinterested we should be lo our neighbour. 

A firm persuasion that our heavenly Lather will give us all the 
good we need in answer lo prayer, will certainly excite our endea- 
vours to promote the happiness of others. 

The textgoes upon the principle of self-denial—appeals to the 
principle of sei-love—ap plies tt to our neighbour—and insists upon 
itas the motive to influence all our actions—and is similar to, 
‘¢ Thou shait love thy neighbour as thyself ;’’ and ts the demon- 
stration of that text in action, 

If the principle of our text were acted upon, what a destruction 
would it be to trade of some kinds. 

The Parson’s trade would be cut up by the roots. 

The Rector, with his 5,000l. per anuum, and the Bishop 
with his 50,0001. per annum, would have to resign the ¢ lucrative 
posts, and weave, or spin, or till the ground, &. &e. &c. But vo 
doubt they hope this will he in their day. 

2. The Lawyers trade willbe ruined. There will be no quarrels 
or litigations; nor expensive law-suits; no proseculions.—There 
will be no need of attoraics, counscilors, judges, courts of jus- 
tice, gaols or gaol-keepers, no bun bailitls, no police-officers, 
&e. &e. 

3. The Magistrates trade would be destroyed. 

There would be no crat-ting of summonses or warrants, No 
making of miftimusses—no bondsmenx, and no bail fees, &c. 

4, The soldier's trade would perish. No bloody Waterloo bat- 
tles, or Peterloo massacres—no arming, training, drillings ;_swerds 
would be beaten to plough-shares and pikes into prening-hooks 
—musket barrels into gas-pipes, and cannon into steam-pipes, 
&e. &c. Ke. 

6. The King trade will be greatly affected. 

No Parliament—nso King but one, * and his name shall be 
one in all the earth.” 

J observed that this doctrine had been preached 600 years 
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so; by Enoch before, and by Prophets after the food; by the 
spostles of Jesus in the Roman E mpires and ever since by all the 
true Ministers of Christ. Alas! what corruption—what wicked- 
avss has taken place, notwithstanding this divine maxim. I had 
no doubt Dut large saiaries would be paid to Ministers for teaching 
their flocks; that Judges, Counsetlors, and Altornies would be 
employed for a long time before this principle would be acted 
upon. ‘Phat military “would be ke pt up; that many bloody battles 
would be fought; many persons incarcerated; many blockheads 
crowned, and mang crowned heads cut off, before this great — 
ciple was acted upon. Jf preached this, Gentlemen, and you will, 
suijypose, convict mes but Teall not only earth but heaven to a 
ness, that Tam incapable of ultering ihe language so foully and 
sg) caluimniously imputed io me by that witness you have seen, 
and who, you must know, is unfit to give evidence in my case. 
You, perhaps, have heard inany loyal sermouns—you have heard 
political decirines freely urged, and loyalty to the Crown recom- 
mended; then, if introducing nolit tics into religious discourses be 
criminal in me, it isso in them also. Asa preacher, | 1. 1s natural 
that { should wish to see the days of millenium arrive. 1 would 
say, | will say, with the Apostle John, 


‘+ Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.” 


Tt is for you to say, gentlemen, whether we have or have not a 
right as public speaker i, aright to spe ax our sentiments. If we 
havea right, are you as jurymen iodeprive your fellow-creatures 
of their rights? You are not to be guided by the speech of an 
Attorney-Geveral, or the charge of an honourable judge. You 
are to judge for yourseives, and in that judgment you are to be 
guided not "by interes’, but by principle. You are judging a case 
hetween your king and the defendant—and you are to say whether 
that defendant was entitled to speak as he tells you he has done. 
1 find it ina book in my band, that Solon, the legislator of Athens, 
enacted a law, making ita capital offence for any man to stand 
neuter, when party ran hich in the state. The writer says, he 
admires the principle on which this law was enacted. He says, 
that when party ran high, it was the duty of every man to act 
with firmness and consistency. For my part, whether in prison or 
outof prison, 1 shall always advocate the cause of reform. No 
matter whether it please or displease men in robes or in high 
authority. 


——<<L 


N.B. He was found guilty, of course of having endea- 
voured to bring the government into contempt. It has been 
suggested, that it would be advisable to indict some night 
reader for an attempt to bring the moon into contempt, by at- 
tempting to read by candle-light! A radical offers an even bet, 

that apy country special jury will return a verdict of guilty! 


. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 





ENGLISH JusTIck.—A short time ago the Warwickshire 
small loaf guards assembled at Warwick, on duty, “ to play at 
soldiers. A parcel of them being one evening half seas over, 
got into dispute v with several Journeymen shoemakers, The 
next night the journeymen mustered some of their brother 
workmen, set upon the enards, and well thrashed about six of 
them; but the constables came, and took the shoemakers before 
the magistrates, when the soldiers absolutely began the war, 
The magistrates, however, with Lord Aylesford, the Colonel 
of the regiment, put the poor devils in the gaol, and they have 
since been tried. The jadge, (Clarke) is a Captain in the same 
Yeomanry ; and such a charge was never made. Mr. Den- 
man was engaged to defend one of them, but never said a 
word in their defence ; and absolutely refused to call four wit- 
nesses, who would have sworn to one of the parties being out 
of Warwick at the time; (which was really the case.) The con- 


sequence was, they are to have twelve months in the House of 
Correction. G. 





RECOMMENDATION OF A DESPOTISM. 


- eer. — 


Iv the sad disappointment of the ministers, at the failure of 
their stupid bills to eradicate reform, it isto be apprehended they 
will run quite mad. All the imagined securily that was e xpectes 
to be derived from the mavic of these silly Acts of Parliament, 
lost to them for ever; and ‘they are compelled to admit that Re. 
vorm cannot be conquered by the heroes of St. Stephen's, Tho 
Courier is absolutely raving ; and poor Lewis Goldsmith, can find 
no other alternative but a military government! We can have no 
objection to the experiment :—if the example of Spain should not 
bring the army into discredit, with legitimate monarchs. Our wise- 
acres might have saved themseives the trouble of their legislative 
experiment, had they taken our advice, or condescended to take 
into consideration the well-known truism, that persecution always 
nromotes the cause tt would destroy. Vf reform had no ether 
merit than that of being hated by the administration it would 
suffice to endear it to the ereat body of the people. What they 
hate, must have some tendency to ameliorate the condiiien of 
the nalion.---But when, in addition to their batred, they confer 
upon the advocates cf reform the honor of their persecution, its 
worth aad necessity receive all the guarantee, that truth or reason 
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can expect. It was requisite that Sic F. Burdett should be found 
cui ty of acrime, by merely alluding to the Manchester massacre, 
that the horrible affair might be placed before the pubile in its 
proper colours It was also requisite that Mr. Hunt should be 
found cuilty of the crime of cudeavouring to preserve the peace, 
that those who had broken it should be duly exposed. Sir Charles 
Wolseley’s conviction was likewise requisite, that it might be seen 
that no hberal principle would be tolerated in a pubic assembty, 
The catalocue of our best men will shortly be found ia the list 
of the vietims to the hatred of the administration. All this is ne- 
eessary, that the system under which we have the misfortune to 
dive. nay be properly understood. But these convictions oul 
multiply the Reformers, by still further demonstrating ihe necevsity 
of reform to national salvation, and individual protection. This 
the ministers now feel, thougt they are naturally unwilling to 
confess a fact so dezrading, and so injurious to themselves. And 
they are also aware that tuo pass sentence upon the verdicts they 
have gained, will but further tacrease the numbers of a party, 
which they cannot conquer. In plain language, they can orly 
subdac the Reformers by a despotiom---an open and avowed despo- 
tism---and there is mire thana chance, that this would not effect 
their purpose. ‘They should have taken the field against the Re. 
formers muck earlicr. The press has done its work already. The 
community has been taught the true principles of political econo- 
my. The ricurs of the people have deen fully laid before them, 
and when they are called upon to perform their duties, they will 
demand their rights. It is not now enough to teil the people 
‘“ thev have nothing to do with the laws, but to obey them; nor 
with the taxes, but to pay them.” Aud when a judge tells the 
nation that a madionad debf, and exorbitant taxation, are blessings, 
he only provokes the ridicule of the parties he is attemptiny to 
deceive. 

Alarmed for themselves, and frightened for their salaries, the 
administration know not what plans to adopt, but fecl somethin 
must be done, or they are lost. The Courier hints, that the 
Sunday papers ought to be * put down,” as they are little better 
than the two-penny trash. Another ministerial print wants a cen- 
sorship—a third confesses, that none of these things will afforda 
remedy ; but that we must have a miltdary government. These 
military governments are very fine things undoubtedly; but it 
seems a little strange, to recommend their intreduction here, when 
they are fuiling every where else. Is England to be always the 
importer of the damaged wares of the continent! If the refor- 
mers really wished fora revolution, they ought to thank their op- 
ponents, for recommending a military government; for it seems 
the nafural stock, on which revolutions are grefted, to bear 
the more rapidly, then they would do, when left to produce them. 
selves. An atlempt to govern America with an army, gave it 
independence and renown, A military despotism did not prevent 
the revolution in France. A military despotism occasioned a re_ 
volution in Spain. And all the military despotisms upon the conti. 
nent are rembling upon the verge of revolutions! ‘The king of 

Prussia cannot sleep, or eat in peace, lest a revolution should 
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spoil his dinner, or break his rest. All Germany is internally * 
motion; and the censorships, and restrictions on the nress, like 
the late English bills, only make the matter worse, and aece 
the catastrophic. 

Yet a military government is lo effect wonders here! 4 cen. 
sorship is ** sternly and effectual/y to silence the radical pros i 
—and ‘ put down the Sunday newspapers,” and then all will he 
quiet—for a few weeks! And what then? good gentlemen bo. 
roughmoucers? You dare not wnswer yourselves the question, 
and it might not be quite safe, at present, to answer it for you, 

freland juruishes a further ilustration of the truth, that a mili. 
tary government is not always calculatcd to restore, and to pre. 
serve, peace ail confidence, even where it is sufficient to repress 
the desire of revolution. A military government, which should 
England reduce and Scotland to the condition of Ireland, would be 
fatal to itself; for unfortunately for military despots, militery 
governments are very expensive, and very unproductive—two cit. 
eumstances extremely unfavourable to their continuance. So that 
this remedy for popular excesses 1s mere impostag in appearance, 
than efficucious iu fact. ‘Try tt, therefore, yeatlomen, borough. 
mongeis, if you please. The reformers capnot be much more 
oppressed, and abused than they are; and it would be some con. 
solation to escape Lhe mockery of ircedom and justice which the 
experience at present. When the delusion of legal richt fs taken 
away, the credulous good-humoured souls, who think a man must 
be fairly dealt with if he ts tried by a British Jury, will bezin to 
perceive ‘* there is something rotten in the stale of Denmark.” 
Mount then Dr. Slop upen a war-horse, and give the Editor of 
the Courier, a sixpeuny Crum, to frighten the reformers wiih his 
noisv defence of peace and order. Appoint seur Censors! pass uew 
restriciions for the press! The reformers taugh at ye. The press 
scorns ye! The public mind holds ye in deris:on! You can eiiect 
nothing to your own advantages; bul you may accelerate your own 
ruin. It is possible you may avoid reform; but you will produce 


lerate 


a revolution inthe afiempt. Pe wise, be honest. Look at Ame. 
rica, which wants neither a standing army, nora host of censors, 
nor resirictions on the press, to ensure respect for the govern- 
ment. Yet distress has pressed heavily upon the Americans. 
Their trade has experienced a scvere revulsion. Their agri- 
cultural produce has wanted markets; and a‘l the evils of a paper 
system have been felt in the United States. No one there thought 
of blaming the government, because every ene Knew the go- 
vernment was blameless. It had neither eaused the evils by 
wanecessary and destructive wars, or by enormous taxation; 
nor had itaggravaied them, by a total neglect of economy, or by 
the insult of thuse who petitioned it for redress, Take the lesson 
that America affords, ye would-be despots of Great Britain, See 
the most free country, the most tranquil; and while despotism, 
crumble around ye, add not others te the lovg catalogue of in- 
fatuated men, 


Of heavenly vengeance doomed to feel the rod, 
Who dare deride great nature, and her Geo. 
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The Author of the New System of Revenue and Right 
of Suffrage combined, to the Black Dwarf. 





SIR, 
Ycleped, it so pleases you a Dwarf! Your 
generosity is of giant-like dimensions ! 

© The friend and the benefactor of the human race,’ (which 
I would gladly be, Sir, but have little the power of being) 
sa title too sple ndid and too flattering, too distinguished and 
too intoxicating to be received, (since you have done me the 
honour to bestow it on me) without exciting the greatest sensa- 
tions. Such notice Bn ist necessarily, were lL a bookseller oniv, 
he infinitely favoura'i'e tou the sale of my book; but as the 
prom: ‘vator of a system entirely new, intended for the benefit 
of all, but yet to be examined, dise ussed and approved by the 
public ; net only am [ most especially obliged to you, Sur, for 
devoting so maiy of your so ‘valuable pages to that sublect, 
but the ublic also, should my work ever become what it ts 
intended to be, aud that which | foudly and anxiously look 
forward to “A national benefit and the means of national 
salvation,” is comprelended equally inthe same bonds of obli- 
gation, 

Having in some sort commenced the acquittal of my debt to 
you, I would fain augment it! 1 would, with your leave, tres- 
pass upon your pages, to remove some a the objections that 
appear to you, to prev vail against my plan; and you willl am 
sure derive a pecwtiar satisfaction ‘from my success, should I 
succecd; because, in the first place, it will shew my system so 
much the better fitted to produce the national good, I 
expect; and in the second, it will be shewn so much the better 
justifying and deservins the approbation you have been pleased 
to bestow. 

You repeat, Sir, that “ you are decidedly of opinion that the 
mode of representation contended for by Major Cartwright and 
Mr. Jeremy Bentham, is the most simple and the niost con- 
formalle to the abstract principles of political justice ?”’ 

Sir, ‘* whether it be the most contormable to the abstract 
principies of political justice,’ I shall beg leave not to discuss, 
as such discussion, in this place, would lead us too far, but 
content myself with observing (supposing that admitted) that 
conformity with an abstract priucipie of political justice might 
be no positive recommendation to the active and existing relations 
of a present society ; but also, I must be permitted to yadd, that 
} do not accede to the assertion, whilst I preceed to shew that 
it Is not the most simple, and that my pla is more so. 
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As the “right of veting’ may be considered, I believe, to be 
the muin-spilug, the master-lever, the substance and the essence 
of all the machinery of representation ; aud, aS It is to that, 
I apprehend; that you particulaily alluc le, its that alone, here, 
which | propose to examine. 

From one extreme, when it is a bad one, and when is any 
extreme not bad? we are all but too apt to fly to its Opposite : 
and this have done, t think, Messrs. Cartw right, Bentham end 
others, adopting these opinions, his Grace of Richmond, his 
Cirace of Bedford, Sir Francis Burdett, Sir Charles Wolseley, 
we. &e. . 

Disgusted, as well they might be, and indignant as must be 
every honest man, and every man of sense, at a system in which 
the mischievous abuse of rank aid riches, and their consequent 
influence trampled ali personal rights etd individual considera- 
tions under foot, which made, and still makes, money every 
thing, and iman a mere non entity, they have chosen to make 
nan every thing, and money nothing. And this, I apprehend, 
Sir, in our days, is a very vreat instakhe— a mistake 80 palpable, 
one of which at es ery moiment’s occurrence we receive so 
many Intimetions, that we wouder how any one can commit it, 
Money, Sir, is power, and power is dominion and superiority ; 
and whether you will accord this to it by law, or refuse thent to 
it, in abstract philosophy, we shail ever see, as we have always 
hitherto seen, that money will, Ww ith law, or without law, always 
obtain and hold and exercise those advantages S. 

Upon this conviction, Sir, so different from theirs, T have 
presumed to difler from them, as from all others, and pretend 
to accord to money with a good grace, and turn it to a good 
account tov, what money will ind sputably have, whether you 
are pleased to accord it, or no. And besides, 1 accord it, be- 
cause it ought to be accorded by every persuaston of reason, 
honesty, and justice. 

My predecessors, Sir, disgusted, very properly, as I have ob- 
served, with a system so complex, that no one idividual in the 
whole county can explain it, beyond dispute, or ever could: 
So confused, so contred: ictory, so totally devoid of all rule, cr 
right, or sense, oF proportion, and, above all, as such neces- 
sarily must be, so totally incompetent to the end proposed, that 
one knows not whether most to indulge in derision or in indig- 
nation, when we contemplate this Babylonish combination. 
Disgusted, Sir, with this complexity, my predecessors have 
imagined the system you admire, and call it, as you do, of 
marvellous simplicity ; and, parden me, if [ permit myself here, 
to jest, L do also most heartily admire its extreme simplicity. It 
is so simple, that methinks a child might have imagined it, as, 
m fact, in the commencement of society, in the rudest aces, 
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men, with their minds still ina state of childhood, did ; yet, T 
shall pretend to show that imine is more simple still, and still 
the simplicity of a child could not, I fancy, have produced it. 

To obtain this perfection of the simple, in opposition to the 
complexity of the monstrous and the absurd, which, it seems, 
they could not remove far enough away from, by one crude, 
undigested, as unqualified principle, saving to themselves, in 
the outset, a vast deal of trouble, reflexion, combination, and 
comparison, to produce in the result, as is usually the case, a. 
tenfold greater task and accumulation of toil and difficulty. 
By one sweeping clause, they bestow the right of voting indis- 
linetly, without respect of persons, though all individually. 
strikingly differenced, made here all alike, to all males, only, 
that have attained the age of 21 years, and this is the boasted 
simplicity of the plan. Why 21 years should, especially and 
for all, more than any other epoch, be the privileged moment 
at which sense and judginent, quantum suff. is to be found 
alike in everv body, without noticing difference of physical de- 
velopment of the faculties, rank, riches, and all the different 
degrees and proportions of advantages they give, I shall not 
e\amine nor enquire ? Why the best bred man in the land, 
though he be married perhaps, and be already the father of a 
family, may not be fitted to have a vote till he be one and 
twenty, when the boy at fifteen, if next heir, is thought fit to. 
be entrusted witlithe government of the whole kingdom ; but 
I shall observe on this, that simple, and secure from all cavil, 
difficulty, or dispute, as it appears to you, it is yet exposed, in 
my apprehension, and must necessarily give birth to a great 
deal; besides being unjust, and unwise, and impolitic in its so 
despotic allotment—whilst mine, just, rational, politic, be- 
cause it excludes ne one, because it graduates what is given to 
What is received, in exact and fair ratio, in every instance, and 
draws forth without taxes or compulsion, all the possible re- 
sources of the country, nor can it give rise, to any de- 
mur, dispute, or doubt, or difficulty. I give the right of voting 
to all who choose to take it; and thence cannot, by any possi- 
bility, arise, a question, or cavil. 

But, Sir, twenty-one years, when tiie right of voting he to 
be aecorded to them, and to them only, demand to be proved. 
Certificates must be produced. Granted, that in the greater 
hiunber of instances, this is straightforward and easy enough ; 
aml moreover, that certificates shall never be fabricated, and 
never be falsitied, ad hoc, a thing very easy to do, ant not 
quite so easy to detect, in such a multitude and in populous 
places, for you can never check what may be proposed; yet 
thousands from beyond seas, and within the four seas tuo, 
dissenters, roman catholics, jews, quakers, and others, who 
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do not register, will never be able to prove their one-and-tweit 

years ;” in which case, though having arrived at the ave of 
fifty y, im law, they cannot have them! But reduce these ol) _ 
jections to as low terms as you please, still you must agree, Sir, 

that they remain objections ; open the doors to soine disens. 
2101), cavil, and difhiculty; and leaving, without notice, the 
unfairness of principle which establishes a system of seclusion, 

you will admit, [ think, that the boasted simplicity of one- -and- 

twenty years, yields to that simplicity which gives, without 
question, to every one that pleases. 

Of course I have much more to Suy, but T shall defer it, 
seeing that upon only one pomt (but it is an important one) 
have already written so much. 

I remain, Sir, 
With my most sincere and warmest thanks, 
Your Oblged Servant, 
Tue AUTHOR OF THE NEW SySTEM OF REVENUE, 
aD Richt OF SUFFRAGE CoMBINED. 


P.S. I must not fail to aad, certainly, that the means I 
hereby placed at the disposal of government, four years ago, 
by which I pretend to reform our ills, redeem our embarrass- 
ments, and more effectually pacify the country py the restora- 
tion of pleaty, and the extinction of penury and wretcheduess, 
than by the bayonet and the cannon, are as you admit, without 
dunger, and without dific ulty. The experiment waite be 
made, with ten thousand times less of expence or trouble, 





a 


* A most remarkable incident occurs, as things now are, in 
support of my argument, about this rate of one-and- twenty years, 
in the case of the election that took piace the other day at Bishop's 
Casile, the number of voters for each candidate were equal ; and 
the voie which would have cast the balance was refused by the 
returning-officer, after a long and laborious discussion, and very 
Jearned, as edifying, dis; suite, no doubt, as it is said, in the teeth 
of, and agatust all legal prec edenit. The vote tendered was born 
on the tenth of Mareh, and offering to vote on the 9th, he was 

rejected as not being 21 yearsof ace till the tenth, W hat an ime 
portant obstacle } Lat what a result from the trifle of a few hours 
more or less, ii a man’s birth !—the loss of the election to one of 
the candidates, afier an expence of thousands, and three-mouths, 
perhaps three-years, previous toil and courtship. 

However, the case is to come before Parliament; and heing the 
most importaat of all other business, of course, at such a time aa 


this, (so beautiful are our contrivances,) must take precedence of 
all other considerations ! 
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shan have been occasioned by the late elections; but no mat- 
cer, ministers will use their own remedies only, legal and muli- 
tary compulsions ! 


“Bray a fool in a mortar, yet still you will not bereave him of 
‘his folly.” 





VALUE AND CONTRIVANCES OF MR. CANNING. 
Sik, 

In your last, you state Mr. Canning to have said 
“that he will not quarrel with the man who prefers a Repub- 
lic; thata pure Democracy may bea good thing, existing by 
self.” What the “existing by itself’ means, Ihave not wit 
enough to find out; but, iz these admissions, ether Mr. Can- 
ning must have been out of his wits, or confoundedly off his 
euard, when he made them; or, that, (every thing is possible, 
espicially with such compositions as his,) watching sedulously 
in whal quarter the wind blows. Mr. Canning is preparing 
for his safe retreat, when his present quarters become no 
longer tenable; and the house which so long, and so profitably 
he has inhabited and extolled, may be shut up, and the sign 
taken down. 


But you proceed to say, Sir, “if'any body would eller him 
double wages, he might see Annual Parliaments with eyes as 
favourable, and advocate the Ballot and Universal Suffrage. 


* 


fhe were wort gaining to our cause, we should not despair 


heping for achange in the weather cock: but we have no wish 
to fix the Vane.” 

Mr. Canning “ mizA? sec,” Sir, Ave, and would see “ An- 
nial Parliaments,” or any thing else, that offered him more pre- 
fit aud Setler security than the system he now defends, in a 
better sight than “ the most glorious Constiution and most per- 
fect system of virtual representation” that ever existed upon 
earth, though the envy and admiration of all surrounding na- 
tions (vot one of which, by the bye, has adopted it for a model) 
and of the world. 


“ Might see,” Aye, mightsee, and be, and feel, and exto 
any thing and every thing that offered him the best gains, in so 
doing. Look at his past life, consider his erigin, survey his 
career, examine his present connection, and his past animosi- 
ties; and calculate, moreover, what he has already gained, 
what he now enjoys, and what he still looks forward to, in the 
siape of 4 Peerage, and for the emolument, and then see, and 
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then pronounce, whether in his political compositions there ear 
exist a spark of principle or proper feeling, one honest. senti- 
ment, or one sincere expression. We have cvery moral and 
phys: cal conviction, and proof, damning proofs, that Mr. 
Canning could be the advocate or the opponent, the avenger 
or the apostle, the slave or the persecutor, alternately, of any 
system, any principle, any men, or any measures, 


After this, Sir, which you, nor any one will, or can deny, 
how angry ain I to see you add, “if he were worth gaining to 


our cause, we should not despair Hoping for a change, 
Xe. &e. 


That “if,” that unlucky “1f,” implies a doubt. It seems to 
beg the question: and pardon me, Sir, it dishonours you! 
‘There can be no “if” in the business; Mr, Canning’s support, 
now, would go far, in my estimation, to damn the best of 
causes, for what would be the support he could’ bring, a biil- 
liant, a florid, luxuriant, a most confident flow of language 
admitted ; — but analyze and anatomize 
those so lengthened and so furbished-up declamations, briag 
them before the tribunal of reason, truth, and conimon sense, 
and of what do they appear composed ? Of deception, of sophis. 
try, of false assertions, misstatements and of flagrant falsehoods, 
of the most unpardonable outrages against comimon _ sense,. 
common honesty, common decency, and common humanity; 
and all this made current by the aid of a most audacious face; 
of the most consummate impudence, the most unblushing ef- 
froutery, the titles of office, the weight of his purse filled from 
the publi¢ treasury, and the protection of his fellow spoilers. 








No, no, Sir, the causes of reform wants no such auxiliaries 
as these, none of the help of Mr. Canning, nor of his so “‘trau- 
scendant talents.’ ‘Truth and common honesty, and common 
sense, areall the allies we need; and we readily relinquish 
all the meritricious advantages of Mr. Canning’s thetoric, to 
the cause of corruption, which can only support itself by the: 
aid of falsehood, delusion, fraud, and dishonesty, the hayouet 
and the gaol, the oppression of the people, the subjugation of 
reason, and the so dearly paid for clog ‘nce and talents of: 
such mea as Mr. Canning. 

Yours, Sir, 


A REFORMER OF KENT. 
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